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Objectives of the Survey

The Quarterly Labour Force Survey aims to establish the following:

a) Employment level

b) Characteristics of employed persons
c) Employment in the informal economy
d) Income levels

e) Labour migration

f) Labour underutilisation




Summary of Survey Findings




Labour Force and Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR), 2@  Quarter 2025

._,QGO[. Working Age Population | Total 8,539,402
|_l!|l (16 Years and Above) Male 3,887,171

Female 4,652,231

X 11 Labour Force Total 4,020,125
Tl Male 2,301,244
Female 1,718,881
National LFPR 47.1%
LFPR wmaleLFpR 59.2%
Female LFPR 36.9%

Labour force participation rate refers to the proportion of the working age population that is in labour force




Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) by Province and Sex, 29 Quarter 2025

Labour force participation
rate for Harare province
was 62.5 percent.

For Bulawayo province, the
LFPR was 62.4 percent

62.4%
40.6%
37.9%
22.7%
49.5%
33.8%
37.4%

Bulawayo f3.1%
Manicaland 53.2%
Mashonaland Central REHEVES
Mashonaland East 65.3%
Mashonaland West 61.4%
Matabeleland North 46.4%
Matabeleland South 91.7%

31.0%
28.9%
41.9%
38.9%
23.2%
25.8%
Midlands 53.9% 30.7%
28.7%
51.8%

36.9%

34.8%
62.59%
47 1%

kasvingo 43.4%
Harare T4.9%
Mational 59.2%
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Labour Force Participation Rate by Rural/Urban Areas and Sex, 2" Quarter 2025

Labour force participation
rate for persons in urban
areas was 63.1 percent while
for persons in rural areas it
was 37.1 percent.

In urban areas, the male
labour force participation rate
was 74.2 percent while for
females the rate was

Male Female

54.0 percent.




Employment to Population Ratio (EPR), 2" Quarter 2025

Male EPR
47.6%

Total Employed (National) 3,186,598
Employed Males 1,850,500
Employed Females 1,336,098

Employment to population ratio is the proportion of working age population that is in employment.




Employment to Population Ratio (EPR) by Province and Sex, 2@ Quarter 2025
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Bulawayo province had an

employment to population | Bulawayo 57.0% 49.3%

Total
EE
ratio of 49.3 percent and | Manicaland EXN
Harare province was at 47.8 | Mashonaland Central
B —
Matabeleland North m
Matabeleland South




Employment to Population Ratio by Age Group and Sex, 2nd Quarter 2025

56 - 65 45.9%

The age-group 36-45 had Male Femnale
highest  employment to 16-25 17.3%
population ratio for both 26 -35 36.9%
Males (66.3%) and Females 36 - 45
(43.2%). 46 - 55 373%
L a59%
| 14.2% |

Above 65 14.2%




Employment to Population Ratio (EPR) by Rural/Urban Areas and Sex, 2nd
Quarter 2025

Employment to population
ratio for persons in urban
areas was 49.3 percent while
for rural areas the ratio was

29.9 percent.

For females in rural areas, the
employment to population
ratio was 21.3 percent.
For males in rural areas, the
rate was 40.0 percent.

Female




Distribution of Employed Population by Major Sector and Sex, 2@ Quarter

2025

The Informal sector
accounted for 58.5 percent
of the employed

population, and the Formal
sector, 35.8 percent.

Of the employed females
58.8 percent were in the
Informal sector, while 58.2
percent of the employed
males were also in the same

sector.

Household
5.7%

Male Female
Formal 38.4% 32.3%

Household I3.4% -8.9%




Distribution of Employed Population by Sector and Sex, 2nd Quarter 2025.

The Informal sector (Non-
Agriculture) comprised 39.5
percent of the employed

39.5

population, and the
Agriculture  sector, 24.8 299
percent. -

393

32.1
Of the employed females, 5.7
24.2 percent were in the

Agriculture sector, while 25.2 ‘& |—||

Formal Informal Household Agriculture

percent of the employed
males were also in the same
Sector_ H Male ®Female [Total




Employment by Sector, 2" Quarter 2025

Agriculture, Forestry Industry
and Fishing

24.8% 19.6%

Agriculture, forestry and fishing Mining and Quarrying
Manufacturing
Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply
Water supply; sewerage, waste management and remediation
activities
Construction

Services

oadf

55.6%

Wholesale and retail trade; sale and repair of motor vehicles and motor cycles
Transportation and storage

Accommodation and food service activities

Information and communication

Financial and insurance activities

Real estate activities

Professional, scientific and technical activities

Administrative and support service activities

Public administration and defence; compulsory social security
Education

Human health and social work activities

Arts, entertainment and recreation 4
Other service activities

Activities of households as employers of domestic personnel

Zimbabwe National Statistics Agency



Distribution of Employed Population by Major Contributing Industries to Employment, 2" Quarter 2025

Most of the employed Male Female Total
population (24.8%) were in the Agriculture, forestry and fishing 24.8%

. Wholesale and retail trade; sale and repair m _
Agrlculture, ForeStry and of motor vehicles and motor cycles m s
Fishing Industry. Mining and quarrying | AR J 23 | AR

Education . 4.9% - 10.6% - 73%
Manufacturing | EER | ERE B 7.0

Activities of households as employers of

domestic personnel . 3.4% - 8.9% . 3. 7%
Public administration and defence;

compulsory social security . —— . — . i
Construction | EXE | 0.4% B 22
Transportation and storage . 2.5% | 0.7% . 3.5%

Other service activities J 22 B 22 | AL

Number: 1,850,500 1,336,098 3,186,598

Zimbabwe National Statistics Agency



Distribution of Employed Population by Province and Sex, 29 Quarter 2025

Employed males in Harare
province  constituted 24.8
percent of all employed males,
as 23.4 percent of all employed
females was also in the same
province.
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Male
Bulawayo 6.6%
Manicaland 10.9%
Mashonaland Central RSES
Mashonaland East 13.7%

Mashonaland West 12.3%
Matabeleland North [ 3.4%
Matabeleland South - 3.8%
Midlands 10.0%
Masvingo 6.7%
Harare 24.8%

Mumber: 1,850,500

Total
6.9%

11.3%
7.6%

7.7%

3,186,598




Distribution of Employed Population by Occupation and Sex, 2@ Quarter 2025

Persons in Elementary Male Femnale Total

occupations made up 25.9 Elementary occupations 27.2% 24.1% m
percent of all employed | Serviceand sales workers 18.8% EX
persons Craft and related trades workers 18.0% | AL 12.6%
fvianlrllt%:r:grrcmtuml’ forestry and fishery - 10.5% 13.8% - 11.9%

HigheSt prOpOFtiOn Of Professionals - S.9%
employed females (34.2%) Plant and machine operators, and I 1 39 - 6.0%

assemblers

was in SerVice and Sales Technicians and associate professionals . A.1% I 2.6% . 3.5%

workers. hManagers . 3.4% I 2.6% l 3. 1%
Clerical support workers I 1.3% I 2.3% I 1.7%
Other | 0.3% 0.0% | 0.2%

Number: 1,850,500 1,336,098 3,186,589




Distribution of Employed Persons with at Least One Form of Functional Disability by Sex, 2nd

Quarter 2025

e

I.I
Male Female Total
With Functional Disability | 0.8% | 0.5% | 0.7%

m

Of all employed persons, 0.7
percent had at least one form
of functional disability.




Distribution of Employed Population by Hours of Work Per Week and Sex , 2nd

Quarter 2025

Most of the male(674,645) Male Female
and female (409,400) | EBelow 20 167507 |l 265899

employed population, | zp-29 111526

113053

reported having 40 - 49 30- 39 166856 [l 158104
hours per week as usual | ,;_ 4 674645
working hours.

50 - 59 227953 124310

60 - 63 18806 99435

70-79 175598 96746

Above 79 138316 69151




Distribution of Employed Persons by Income Band in ZWG , 2" Quarter 2025

Of the employed persons,

Female
23.8 percent had labour less than 2501
incomes between ZWG 2,501 2501-5000
and ZWG 5,000 5001-7500
7501-10000 8.0%

10001-12500
12501-15000
15001-17500
17501-20000
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NB: official exchange
rate at the time of
survey was
USD1:ZWG26.9102 more than 20000 [ 5.6%
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Average Monthly Income for Employed Persons by Industry in ZWG, 2" Quarter 2025

The Financial Activities Financial activities 27,852
industry had the higheSt Real estate activities 24,740
average monthly income Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning 16172
of ZWG27,852 followed supply :
by Real Estate Activities Hurnan health and social work activities
at ZWG24,740 Professional, scientific and technical

activities

Arts, entertainment and recreation 14,840

NB: official exchange | L
Information and communication 13,894

rate at the time Of Public administration and defence;
SUI"VGV was compulsory social security
USD1:ZWG26.9102

12,629
11,849

Transportation and storage

Education

Water supply; sewerage, waste management
and remediation activities

11,024

Accommodation and food service activities  JliRlE
10476
10,168

8475

Manufacturing

Administrative and support service activities
Construction

Mining and quarrying

Wholesale and retail trade;sale and repair of

motor vehicles and mator cycles 6,594

Other service activities 9,748

Activities of households as employers of
domestic personnel - 2824




Employment in Informal Economy, 24 Quarter 2025

Employment in informal economy comprises of persons employed in informal sector and informally employed persons.

Informal Sector constituted 58.5 percent of all employed persons.

Employed persons in the Informal Sector (Non-Agriculture) constituted 39.5 percent of all employed persons.

Informally employed persons were 65.0 percent of all employed persons.

Of all persons employed in non-agriculture sectors, informally employed persons constituted 61.1 percent.




Formal Sector Defined

* (i) being owned or controlled by the government; or A
e (ii) being recognized as separate legal entities from their owners; or
having a formal status i (iii) keeping a complete set of accounts for tax purposes; or
S Sode or g’gfjggjf;;f e (iv) being registered by the registrar of companies D
\

(vi) mainly for the market with the purpose of generating an income and profit or with a
the intended non-profit purpose, or non-market production for use by other economic units.

destination of the

production being: j




Unemployment Rates, 2" Quarter 2025

Official Unemployment Rates

Expanded Unemployment
Rates

National (16 years and above) 20.7% 37.1%
Youth (15-24 years) 39.3% 58.2%
Youth (15-35 years) 28.9% 46.1%

NB: Expanded Unemployment Rate is also called combined rate of unemployment and potential labour force




Unemployment Rate by Province and Sex, 2nd Quarter 2025

Unemployment rate for
Midlands province was
21.8 percent.

Female unemployment
rate for the province was
20.8 percent while the
male unemployment rate
was 23.3 percent.

Bulawayo
Manicaland
Mashonaland Central
Mashonaland East
Mashonaland West
Matabeleland North
Matabeleland South
Midlands

Masvingo

Harare

Mational

22.1%
22.5%
17.8%
16.9%
18.5%
20.7%
23.5%
20.8%
17.4%
18.1%
19.6%
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19.8%

15.5%
21.9%
18.3%
23.6%
16.9%
23.3%
14.4%
30.4%
22.3%
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21.2%
16.9%
18.8%
18.4%
27.5%

21.8%
16.0%
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Unemployment Rate for Persons with at least one Form of Functional

Disability by Sex, 2" Quarter 2025

The unemployment rate | lMale JllFemale [ Total

for persons with at least 2 0%
one form of functional | withFunctional Disability — B
disability was 23.8 23.8%

percent.
19.6%
Without Functional Disability [pesless
207%




Distribution of Discouraged Job Seekers by Age Group and Sex, 2n@

Quarter 2025

The 16-25 age group had Male Female Total
the highest proportion of 16-25  |CEEETGEGEEEEEE 2 (00
discouraged job seekers at 26-35 (SN N 21
40.1 percent. 36- 45
56 - 65 6.1 | E | B
Above 65 [ 2.5 12 | RE:

Number: 336,501 284,077 620,578




Proportion of Employed Population in Time Related Underemployment

by Industry, 2n Quarter 2025

Proportion of employed Other service activities

population in time related Construction 12.4%
underemployment in Transportation and storage 8.9%
Construction indu stry was Activities of households as employers of 8 4%,

domestic personnel

12.4 percent 3 2%

T9%

Information and communication

Manufacturing

Wholesale and retail trade; sale and repair

of motor vehicles and motor cycles Sl

kining and quarrying
Arts, entertainment and recreation

Accommeodation and food service activities

Professional, scientific and technical
activities

2%

8%

Financial and insurance activities

Human health and social work activities

Administrative and support service

activities 2.8%

Education

Public administration and defence;
compulsory social security - 1.8%




Youth Not in Education, Employment or Training (NEET), 2" Quarter 2025

Category 15 -24 years 15-35 years
Youth (total) 47.6% 49.2%
Female 53.2% 57.4%
Male 42.0% 40.4%




Proportion of Youth NEET (15-24 Years) by Province and Sex, 2" Quarter 2025

Proportions of youth not in
education, employment or
training (NEET) for the age
group 15-24 years, was 38.5
percent in Bulawayo province
and 46.0 percent in Masvingo
province.

Bulawayo

Manicaland

Mashonaland Central

Mashonaland East
Mashonaland West
Matabeleland North
Matabeleland South
Midlands

Masvingo

Harare

Mational

11.3%
00.1%
66.6%
03.1%
99.0%
55.8%
ol.4%
06.5%
00.0%
90.4%

38.5%
45.4%
58.1%
44.9%
46.9%
53.8%
02.4%
49.8%

35.9%
40.4%
90.2%
36.7%
39.5%
51.9%
47.6%
43.6%
42.1%
40.2%
42.0%

45.8%
47.6%
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Proportion of Youth NEET (15-35 Years) by Province and Sex, 2" Quarter 2025

For the 15-35 years age group,
the youth NEET proportion

was 58.6 percent for
Mashonaland Central
province.

Bulawayo

Manicaland

Mashonaland Central

Mashonaland East
Mashonaland West
Matabeleland North
Matabeleland South
Midlands

Masvingo

Harare

Mational

33.8%
41.1%
48.4%
34.9%
37.5%
53.9%
47.4%
42.1%
43.3%
35.0%
40.4%

44.6%
25.9%
68.1%
55.0%
a/.2%
62.8%
64.7%
62.5%
a/.6%

39.2%
48.8%
58.6%

47.6%
58.3%

52.5%

44.7%

a7.4% 49.2%
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Work Related Safety & Job Losses




Distribution of Employed Persons who Reported Work Related llinesses/Injuries

by Industry, 2nd Quarter 2025

The highest proportion of
employed persons who reported
work related illnesses/injuries
were in the Agriculture, Forestry
and Fishing industry at 29.1
percent

Agriculture, forestry and fishing
PAining and quarrying
Construction

Wholesale and retail trade; sale and repair
of motor vehicles and motor cycles

Fanufacturing

Administrative and support service
activities

Transportation and storage

Public administration and defence;
compulsory social security

Activities of households as employers of
domestic personneal

Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning
supply

Education

Arts, entertainmment and recreation

Water supply; sewerage, wasie
managemeant and remediation activities

Cther service activities
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Employed Persons who
reported work related
illness/injuries: 33,785




Distribution of Persons who Lost Jobs in 3 Months Preceding the Survey by

Industry, 2nd Quarter 2025

The Agriculture, Forestry Agriculture, forestry and fishing 16.8%

and Fishing had the Wholesale and retail trade; sale and repair
of maotor vehicles and motor cycles

largest proportion of
persons who lost jobs

hdining and guarrying

Construction T
across all * industrial | yanufacturing
sectors in the 3 months Activities of households as employers of
preceding the survey domestic personnel

Administrative and support senvice
at 16.8 percent activities

Accommodation and food service activities

Transportation and storage

Public administration and defence;

compulsory social security

Other service activities 1.6%

- Total Population that lost jobs

Education - 1.3% within 3 months preceding the

Professional, scientific and technical survey: 65,344

activities . 0.7%

Human health and social work activities . 0.7%

Financial and insurance activities . 0.6%




Labour migrants, 2" Quarter 2025

Category |Male Female |Total

Number of 23,602 19,030 42,632
Labour migrants

Male Female




Distribution of Labour Migrants in Zimbabwe by Country of Origin, 2nd Quarter 2025

The highest proportion .
. Mozambigue .
of labour migrants
(46.4%) were from Zambia 16.2%
Mozambique. South Africa N
Botswana m
Other European Countries . 21%
- : Number of Labour
United Kingdom . 2.0% [ e Ol oy }
Other Countries . 1.9%
Other African Countries I 1.3%
Asian Countries I 1.3%




https://zimstat.co.zw/labour-statistic/
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