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Poverty Datum Lines – JANUARY 2024 
 

 
Food Poverty Line 

The Food Poverty Line (FPL) for one person in January 2024 
was ZWL155, 360.39.   

This means that the minimum needs basket cost that much 
per person in January 2024. This represents an increase of 45.6 
percent over the December 2024 figure of ZWL106, 696.52. 
 
Food Poverty Line represents the amount of money that an individual 
requires to afford daily minimum energy intake of 2,100 calories. 
 
Total Consumption Poverty Line 
The Total Consumption Poverty Line (TCPL) for one person 
was ZWL 198,981.37 in January 2024.  
 
This means that an individual required that much to purchase 
both non-food and food items as at January 2024 in order not 
to be deemed poor. This represents an increase of 41.9 
percent when compared to the December 2024 figure of 
ZWL140, 252.59. 
 
The TCPL represents the minimum total income needed for an 
individual) not to be deemed poor.  
 
Concepts and Definitions of the Lower Bound 
Poverty Line 
 
Since November 2020, ZIMSTAT produces the Poverty 
Datum Lines (PDL) using the lower-bound poverty line. The 
method refers to the sum of food poverty line and the average 
amount derived from non-food items of an individual whose 
total expenditure is equal to the food poverty line.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The total consumption poverty line (TCPL) which is naturally 
higher than the FPL was derived using 2017 PICES data and 
using the lower-bound poverty line method. It was derived by 
computing the non-food consumption expenditures of poor 
individuals whose consumption expenditures were just equal 
to the FPL. The amount was added to the FPL, if an 
individual does not consume more than the TCPL, he or she is 
deemed poor. For more details, the user is referred to a more 
recent publication by ZIMSTAT, Zimbabwe Poverty Update 
2017-19. 
      
 
NOTE:  

 
• ZIMSTAT produces the official Poverty Datum Lines 

which are not comparable to cost of living indicators 
produced by other players in the market. 

• The poverty datum lines vary by province as prices vary 
from place to place. The differences are explained by 
differences in average prices in the provinces. 

• The quantities of commodities consumed at base year in 
the minimum needs basket which is consistent with the 
preferences of the poor individuals and households in 
Zimbabwe are fixed. The variations in the value of the 
basket are explained by changes in average prices. 

 
Contact us: 
Tel        :+263 242 706681/7   
Email: prices@zimstat.co.zw 

  29th January 2024 
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Food Poverty Datum Lines per person per month

2020

Nov 3,330.37 3,476.05 3,627.53 3,117.53 3,106.32 3,362.17 2,830.31 3,242.72 3,414.55 3,072.21 3,279.41

Dec 3,481.56 3,674.32 3,775.95 3,436.79 3,276.07 3,669.39 2,930.94 3,446.25 3,641.54 3,310.75 3,493.73 6.5

2021

Jan 3,779.58 4,076.60 3,992.18 3,791.08 3,512.03 4,017.93 3,180.58 3,636.38 3,964.80 3,466.66 3,767.56 7.8

Feb 3,985.23 4,286.92 4,150.82 4,010.08 3,682.14 4,347.55 3,341.04 3,748.90 4,038.66 3,619.75 3,934.21 4.4

Mar 4,058.94 4,379.58 4,222.03 4,158.92 3,741.26 4,400.08 3,389.03 3,895.91 4,180.82 3,693.47 4,033.27 2.5

Apr 4,145.34 4,394.32 4,259.19 4,264.10 3,813.45 4,556.30 3,438.40 3,911.19 4,277.22 3,771.09 4,099.95 1.7

May 4,225.13 4,471.10 4,334.09 4,289.39 3,847.34 4,532.16 3,427.38 3,936.66 4,333.84 3,789.11 4,139.10 1.0

June 4,251.17 4,611.23 4,674.60 4,483.64 3,971.17 4,663.19 3,463.53 4,018.44 4,422.70 3,928.32 4,271.85 3.2

July 4,361.24 4,709.83 4,789.97 4,533.63 4,170.66 4,806.18 3,570.82 4,123.59 4,511.58 4,021.78 4,379.11 2.5

Aug 4,416.68 4,841.94 4,990.43 4,827.73 4,263.83 5,036.52 3,697.01 4,279.72 4,650.31 4,053.15 4,516.52 3.1

Sep 4,676.77 5,105.92 5,236.81 5,095.84 4,462.19 5,202.89 3,833.30 4,435.70 4,857.78 4,270.92 4,734.33 4.8

Oct 5,130.62 5,547.71 5,452.97 5,434.95 4,744.55 5,535.63 4,034.95 4,784.59 5,185.84 4,719.25 5,092.25 7.6

Nov 5,535.15 5,944.26 5,645.85 5,832.10 5,028.14 5,877.94 4,254.42 5,113.34 5,568.91 5,001.32 5,423.87 6.5

Dec 5,863.16 6,316.53 6,052.45 6,163.05 5,290.62 6,324.28 4,540.86 5,374.63 5,968.92 5,310.40 5,761.46 6.2

2022

Jan 6,211.19 6,799.31 6,531.98 6,541.77 5,647.92 6,598.65 4,755.93 5,714.12 6,357.55 5,745.10 6,152.87 6.8

Feb 6,696.68 7,384.37 7,083.11 6,901.97 6,189.45 7,093.68 5,277.10 6,223.24 6,819.80 6,266.53 6,660.29 8.2

Mar 7,029.78 7,731.80 7,232.39 7,458.42 6,488.57 7,629.04 5,712.52 6,656.28 7,228.28 6,718.26 7,061.68 6.0

Apr 8,419.30 9,253.65 9,209.97 8,646.15 7,703.99 8,843.39 6,846.11 7,447.35 8,702.09 7,906.53 8,365.88 18.5

May 10,708.63 11,990.21 11,723.18 10,872.35 9,808.89 10,607.33 7,974.36 8,626.72 11,158.28 10,262.35 10,536.93 26.0

Jun 13,839.51 16,402.57 15,508.24 13,702.49 12,728.88 12,928.62 10,439.52 10,275.76 15,184.44 14,232.87 13,875.12 31.7

Jul 17,623.66 20,889.86 18,348.03 17,021.45 16,295.12 17,396.33 13,378.12 13,700.91 20,298.06 18,846.68 17,909.32 29.1

Aug 19,791.32 24,227.59 21,790.86 19,329.72 19,184.69 20,337.06 15,558.01 15,329.80 22,788.28 21,086.77 20,461.07 14.2

Sep 19,936.01 24,418.44 22,460.65 20,016.46 19,633.26 21,070.05 15,868.38 15,562.33 23,029.70 21,340.16 20,818.19 1.7

Oct 20,212.03 25,095.55 22,923.47 21,229.90 20,110.36 21,870.53 16,456.05 15,933.86 23,683.39 22,000.09 21,454.60 3.1

Nov 20,620.15 25,387.96 23,166.18 20,826.37 20,253.80 22,462.75 17,082.14 16,002.75 23,968.25 22,205.87 21,652.27 0.9

Dec 21,268.48 26,002.89 23,705.44 21,229.36 20,665.77 22,895.37 17,417.84 16,316.71 24,725.88 22,866.97 22,192.87 2.5

2023

Jan 21,269.07 26,567.15 23,908.81 21,333.98 20,677.42 22,913.54 17,462.35 16,345.57 24,785.65 23,291.57 22,384.78 0.9

Feb 21,150.50 26,738.81 23,861.06 21,308.26 20,755.95 22,788.07 17,463.33 16,439.67 24,762.01 23,181.38 22,386.43 0.0

Mar 21,499.48 27,082.79 24,051.32 21,437.20 20,984.51 23,088.14 17,534.14 16,581.85 24,773.05 23,295.62 22,560.53 0.8

Apr 23,700.21 30,718.15 26,075.94 23,844.71 24,120.41 25,957.16 18,864.13 18,422.19 27,635.75 25,858.74 25,170.43 11.6

May 27,364.60 35,611.45 29,539.46 29,604.91 28,859.37 31,467.04 21,954.33 22,173.17 33,533.18 31,808.79 30,108.94 19.6

Jun 60,340.59 71,748.62 74,651.42 70,975.93 71,241.49 74,063.34 47,251.13 50,795.46 84,235.80 73,555.99 69,941.05 132.3

Jul 70,581.55 80,213.14 70,750.93 78,379.52 77,060.51 81,434.52 50,814.22 59,368.48 93,356.09 82,707.68 77,186.03 10.4

Aug 65,845.40 77,415.62 61,509.21 71,918.32 69,374.00 69,350.45 47,966.91 55,122.25 81,859.08 76,285.55 70,460.81 -8.7

Sep 67,496.96 81,439.10 66,712.07 72,795.10 70,953.95 72,885.71 50,104.39 56,652.43 85,561.94 79,298.64 73,235.85 3.9

Oct 71,991.66 90,648.77 72,546.45 76,879.86 79,124.76 79,145.12 57,565.85 61,832.33 95,578.48 87,234.28 80,512.17 9.9

Nov 79,800.42 103,404.72 78,941.73 80,458.69 89,692.84 85,208.12 63,904.27 72,053.23 100,882.21 92,831.26 87,756.38 9.0

Dec 91,234.78 120,384.86 98,437.33 103,468.17 106,152.89 98,739.96 76,050.91 83,976.04 127,526.74 109,904.46 106,696.52 21.6

2024

Jan 136,431.42 171,035.80 124,541.30 159,227.25 138,404.21 163,369.83 103,797.07 127,972.61 175,300.05 177,972.09 155,360.39 45.6

Percentage (%) 

Monthly     
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